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Lesson 1
Date: October 4, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 20:1-11

Hezekiah’s Blessing

Lesson Aim: Students will learn to trust in God’s promises, walk in humility, and prioritize their
prayer life.

Open It

1. Am I looking for visible "signs," or am I learning to trust God's character and Word?

Explore It
1. Who came to tell King Hezekiah that he was going to die?

2. How quickly did God respond to Hezekiah's prayer?

3. What poultice did Isaiah instruct the servants to prepare and apply to Hezekiah’s boil so
that he would heal?

4. What miraculous sign did God perform to prove to Hezekiah that he would be healed?

Cultural Concept: Medicinal Poultices and Ancient Remedies.

Isaiah’s instruction to apply a "poultice of figs" to Hezekiah’s boil reflects ancient Near Eastern
medical practices. Across Mesopotamia and Egypt, figs and other plant pastes were commonly
used as poultices to draw out infection or reduce inflammation. By incorporating a practical,
cultural remedy alongside a miraculous promise, the passage demonstrates how God often worked
through familiar, everyday means to bring about healing.



Summary:

In this pericope, Hezekiah has a serious illness. Some type of boil may have been associated with
his illness, but the text does not directly connect it with the invasion by Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, who reigned from about 705 BC to 681 BC. God sent Isaiah to announce Hezekiah's
death. The prophet instructed Hezekiah to prepare for his demise by setting his affairs in order.

King Hezekiah responded to this bad news by turning his face to the wall and praying honestly to
the LORD. I believe he turned his face to the wall to eliminate the distractions of all the people,
places, and things that surrounded him. Now it's just him and God alone. Hezekiah reminded God
of his faithfulness to Him, his wholehearted devotion, and good behavior as God's king.

In crying out to the LORD, he cried bitter tears for several reasons; 1). perhaps he felt his death
would give the king of Assyria something to brag about; 2). perhaps he thought his heir, Manasseh,
was much too young to take the throne; 3). and/or, maybe he just wanted to keep living and
reigning. No one knows the heart of Hezekiah, except God. But God heard his prayer. And the
king's appeal in prayer was effective with God. Before Isaiah had left the courtyard, the LORD
gave him a second message to King Hezekiah; “return to the king with a postponement of his death
sentence.”

Hezekiah had behaved like a true son of David in the way he reacted to God's first message.
Hezekiah's prayer tells us what he said, but his tears tell us what he felt as he said what he said.
Amen Somebody!

And his sincere heart moved God to heal him.

Isaiah announced that in three days, he would be well enough to go worship at the temple. God
promised to add 15 years to Hezekiah's life and God promised to deliver Jerusalem from the hands
of the king of Assyria. God was defending Jerusalem for His own name sake as well as the sake
of His servant David.

This shows us God's divine mercy and God's personal interaction with His faithful servants.
Hezekiah's faith and devotion to God significantly influenced his leadership. His reliance on prayer
and divine guidance shaped Judah's religious life. And, it fortified the kingdom's resilience against
threats. Hezekiah's life teaches us to trust in God's promises, maintain humility, prioritize our
prayer life, and approach life's adversities with faith.

Lesson aim and summary written by Glendoria P. Boyd



Lesson 11
Date: October 11, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 20:12-21

The Pride of Hezekiah

Lesson Aim: Students will understand that pride leads to destruction and a haughty spirit to a fall
(Proverbs 16:18), learning to recognize and guard against pride in their own lives.

Open It
1. Am I more motivated to show off my achievements or to point others toward God?

Explore It
1. Who sent letters and a gift to King Hezekiah after hearing that he had been sick?

2. What did Hezekiah show to the envoys from Babylon?

3. How did Hezekiah respond to the words of judgment spoken by Isaiah?

4. What notable engineering accomplishment of Hezekiah is mentioned at the end of his reign?

Cultural Concept: Displaying Treasury and Armory as a Show of Royal Honor and
Strength.

In the ancient world, showing international visitors, a kingdom’s storehouses, gold, and armory
was a traditional display of honor, prestige, and regional strength. However, by parading his
wealth, Hezekiah treated Judah's God-given resources as his own achievements. Furthermore,
exposing military inventories and treasuries provided foreign intelligence directly to a potential
future enemy, effectively giving Babylon a roadmap for conquest.



Summary:

These sections of Scripture inform us that Merodach-Baladan, king of Babylon, ruled during two
periods of time, approximately 721-710 B.C. and again for a brief period in 703—702 B.C. During
his second reign, he resisted Assyrian control and was defeated by Sennacherib, eventually fleeing
toward the region of Elam. It was probably during this period that he sought the support of Judah
as an ally by sending this embassy (see Isaiah 39:1).

Merodach-Baladan courted Hezekiah's favor by sending a gift when he heard that Hezekiah had
become sick. He also wanted to know about the miracle that had occurred in the land (2 Chronicles
32:24-31). Hezekiah foolishly and proudly displayed all the wealth of the temple and his palace
to the Babylonian envoys. Perhaps he did this to show his Babylonian visitors because he wanted
his ally to know how much he would be able to contribute to their joint anti-Assyrian effort. But
God had allowed this to test Hezekiah and to know what was in his heart. God wanted to show
Hezekiah, himself, the consequences of his pride. Hezekiah had been a good and faithful king. But
when Isaiah asked him what he had shown the messengers from Babylon, he proudly exclaimed,
“They saw everything in my palace.” Hezekiah's prosperity, success, and deliverance from
sickness had made him proud. Rather than giving credit to God for all his blessings, he tried to
impress the foreigners.

Note: When God helps us, we must not use His blessings to impress others. A testimony of victory
can quickly degenerate into vanity and self-congratulations if we don't give the glory back to God
where it really belongs. Amen Somebody!!! Because Hezekiah's heart was proud, God announced
through the prophet Isaiah that the Babylonians would carry away all that Hezekiah had shown
them. Some of the royal family who had not yet been born would also be taken away and made
eunuchs; eunuchs were servants or slaves who had been castrated and were often trusted with
important responsibilities in a royal court.

Hezekiah humbled himself because of his pride and accepted the fact that God's judgment would
come on the nation. His statement, “the word of the Lord is good,” may have seemed selfish,
shortsighted, and proud. However, he knew that his nation would be punished for its sins, so he
may have been acknowledging and thanking God for not choosing to bring this judgment during
his lifetime. He was grateful for the peace and security Judah would enjoy during his reign.
Hezekiah's life illustrates the importance of humility and the dangers of pride. While he was a king
who sought to honor God, his moment of pride serves as a warning to all believers.

Our God is a merciful God, giving us more than one opportunity to come to Him in humbleness,
asking for forgiveness and help to turn back to Him. He is always there with outstretched arms,
willing and ready to help us. However, there are consequences for sin. Sin must be punished.

Lesson aim and summary written by Glendoria P. Boyd



Lesson 111
Date: October 18, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 21:1-9

The Evil Reign of Manasseh

Lesson Aim: To teach students how moral compromise and idolatry can destroy a society.

Open It

1. Are there subtle "altars" or cultural idols I have allowed into my sacred spaces?

Explore It

1. How old was Manasseh when he became king of Judah, and how long did he reign in
Jerusalem?

2. What did Manasseh do to the high places that his father Hezekiah had destroyed?

3. What object did Manasseh place inside the Temple, the place where God said His Name
would remain forever?

4. How did the wickedness of Judah under Manasseh compare to the nations the Lord had
destroyed before the Israelites?

Cultural Concept: Astral Cults and Mesopotamian Astrology.

Building altars to "all the starry hosts" (the sun, moon, constellations, and planets) reflects the
heavy influence of Neo-Assyrian and Babylonian astral worship. In the ancient Near East,
heavenly bodies were viewed as powerful deities governing human destiny and imperial power.
Incorporating astrology into the Jerusalem Temple court represented a cultural shift toward foreign
imperial religion and a syncretic blend of Israelite faith with pagan cosmology.
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Summary:

In 2 Kings 21:1-9, we see King Manasseh leading Judah astray by doing evil in the eyes of the
Lord. This lesson reminds us that turning away from God has serious consequences. Manasseh's
actions contributed to the eventual downfall of his kingdom. His reign shows us the impact a leader
can have on a nation. His idolatry and wickedness influenced the people to do the same. There is
an importance in godly leadership. As believers, we are called to be leaders in our families and
communities, reflecting Christ's love and truth. Our actions can lead others toward or away from
God.

There are dangers of idolatry; Manasseh's introduction of idols into the temple highlights these
dangers. Anything that takes God's place in our hearts can lead us away from Him. "You shall have
no other gods before Me" (Exodus 20:3) is a command that calls us to examine our lives and
remove anything that competes with our devotion to God. Despite Manasseh's evil deeds, his story
doesn't end in despair. The account of Manasseh humbling himself and turning back to God is
recorded in 2 Chronicles 33:10—17, where God graciously restored him. Manasseh prayed to God,
recognized that the LORD was God, removed the foreign gods and idols, restored the altar of the
LORD, and commanded Judah to serve the LORD. This teaches us that genuine repentance can
bring us back into God's grace. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9).

Our relationship with God 1s personal. Yet, we must remember to encourage and instill faith in the
next generation, but ultimately, they must make their own decisions. This encourages us to stand
firm in our faith, even when surrounded by opposition. Our steadfastness can inspire others to
remain true to God. Be thankful that Jesus Christ loves us and offers salvation to all who believe.
This is the cornerstone of our faith and the message we are called to share with the world.

Lesson aim and summary written by Brenda F. Moore



Lesson IV
Date: October 25, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 21:10-26

A Legacy Passed Down

Lesson Aim: To understand that persistent, unrepented sin brings divine judgment, while
recognizing God's absolute holiness and justice in holding leaders accountable.

Open It

1. Do I surround myself with voices that challenge my bad habits or ones that indulge them?

Explore It

1. What vivid image did the Lord use to describe the thorough destruction and judgment
coming upon Jerusalem?

2. Who succeeded Manasseh as king of Judah after his death and burial in the garden of
Uzza?

3. What did the "people of the land" do after Amon was assassinated?

Cultural Concepts: Burial in the "Garden of Uzza" Rather than Royal Tombs.

Both Manasseh and Amon were buried in the "garden of Uzza" rather than the traditional royal
tombs of the Davidic kings in the City of David. In ancient Near Eastern monarchies, burial in
the official royal tombs symbolized honor, legitimate dynastic continuity, and divine approval.
Being buried in a private garden reflected a public rejection of their royal legacies, signaling that
their reigns were viewed as disgraced or deficient by the community.



Summary:

In 2 Kings 21:10-26, the story moves to the consequences of Manasseh's leadership and teaches
us that ungodly leadership has devastating community impact, generational faithfulness is not
guaranteed, persistent sin brings severe consequences, and spiritual compromise in sacred spaces
angers God. It contrasts King Hezekiah's righteousness with his son Manasseh's extreme
wickedness. It details the exceptionally wicked reigns of two kings of Judah: Manasseh and his
son Amon. Manasseh undid his father Hezekiah's good reforms by bringing severe idolatry,
witchcraft, and child sacrifice into Judah, prompting God to decree Jerusalem's destruction. Our
lesson records God's judgment pronounced against Judah and Jerusalem because of King
Manasseh's extreme wickedness, followed by the short, evil reign and assassination of his son,
King Amon, who continued these evil practices and was soon assassinated. God declared that He
would stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of Samaria and the plummet of the house of Ahab,
bringing severe judgment upon the city. This lesson also shows that persistent, unrepentant sin and
leadership corruption bring severe judgment from God, but God is also faithful to preserve a
remnant and provide future hope through unexpected generations. Amon reigned for only two
years before being assassinated by his own servants.

However, 2 Chronicles 33:10-17 gives us additional insight into Manasseh's story. When
Manasseh was taken captive, he humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers and prayed
to Him. The LORD heard his prayer and brought him back to Jerusalem. Manasseh then removed
the foreign gods and idols from the house of the LORD, restored the altar of the LORD, and
commanded Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel. This shows us that even after a life of great
wickedness, Manasseh humbled himself and turned back to God. Amon, however, did not humble
himself before the LORD as Manasseh had done (2 Chronicles 33:21-23). God showed patience,
but ultimate justice always arrives.

The Word says God brought a judgment so severe that "the ears of everyone who hears of it will
tingle," by wiping the city clean like a dish turned upside down. God uses a standard of precise
judgment and destruction. Remember, Samaria and Ahab. Judah faced the consequences of its
continued rebellion against God. The chapter closes with the transition to Josiah, Amon's son, who
would step up to bring a massive spiritual reformation to Judah, proving God can raise up
righteousness even after the darkest spiritual eras, because we serve a powerful God who does
what He pleases when He chooses.

Lesson aim and summary written by Brenda F. Moore



Lesson V
Date: November 1, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 22:1-10

There’s Value in the Word of God

Lesson Aim: To understand how Josiah’s obedience to God and the discovery of the Book of the
Law brought God’s Word back to the center of Judah’s spiritual life.

Open It

1. How do I maintain integrity and standard of worship even when raised in a toxic
environment?

Explore It

1. How old was Josiah when he became king of Judah, and how long did he reign in
Jerusalem?

2. Whose righteous example did Josiah follow during his reign as king?

3. Why was no accounting required from the men supervising the temple repairs?

4. What significant discovery did Hilkiah the high priest make in the temple?

Cultural Concepts: Ancient Temple Maintenance and Chest-Based Offerings.

The system of funding temple repairs via money collected at the entrance reflects a historical
financial practice established generations earlier under King Joash (2 Kings 12). Doorkeepers
collected silver directly from worshippers as voluntary freewill offerings or sacred dues. Dedicated
royal officials then accounted for and distributed these funds directly to master craftsmen (masons,
carpenters, and stonecutters) to purchase imported or locally quarried materials for structural
restoration.



Summary:

Josiah became king of Judah when he was eight years old and reigned in Jerusalem for thirty-one
years. The narrator evaluates his reign by stating that he “did what was right in the sight of the
LORD” and walked in all the way of David his father. The Hebrew word translated “right” is
yashar ("), meaning “straight,” “upright,” or “right.” In this historical context, it describes
Josiah’s conduct as consistent with what the LORD required. The verb “walked,” halak (T27),
means “to walk” or “to go” and is frequently used figuratively for one’s manner of life. Josiah’s
pattern of life was therefore characterized by obedience to the LORD. The narrator further
emphasizes Josiah’s faithfulness by stating that he “did not turn aside to the right or to the left,”
language that reflects the biblical pattern of describing covenant obedience as walking faithfully
without deviation.

The parallel account in 2 Chronicles 34:3—7 records that Josiah had already begun seeking the
LORD and purging Judah and Jerusalem of idolatry before the Book of the Law was discovered.
This provides additional historical context for understanding Josiah’s character and his actions in
the eighteenth year of his reign.

In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, he directed that the house of the LORD be repaired.
Shaphan the scribe was sent to Hilkiah the high priest concerning the money that had been
collected for the repair of the temple. The money was placed into the hands of the workers, who
were described as dealing faithfully. The Hebrew word translated “faithfully” is ’émiainda (73128),
conveying the idea of firmness, faithfulness, or trustworthiness. The passage specifically
commends the workers for their trustworthy handling of the assigned work.

While the temple was being repaired, Hilkiah made a significant discovery. He said to Shaphan,
“I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” The Hebrew word tora (773in),
translated “Law,” fundamentally means “instruction” or “teaching.” In this context, it refers to the
written instruction given by God to His covenant people.

Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and Shaphan read it. He then reported to the king that Hilkiah
had given him a book and proceeded to read it before Josiah. The passage ends with the Book of
the Law being brought before the king.

The historical and grammatical emphasis of this section is straightforward: Josiah was committed
to doing what was right before the LORD, the temple was being repaired, and during that work
the Book of the Law was discovered and read. The text places God’s written instruction directly
before the king. Josiah’s response to what he heard begins in verse 11 and belongs to the next
section of the narrative.

Lesson aim and summary written by Joseph Ellzey, Jr., Ph.D.
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Lesson VI
Date: November 8, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 22:11-20

Humble Yourself Before the Word

Lesson Aim: Students will understand how King Josiah’s response to God’s Word models
humility, repentance, and renewed obedience, learning to treat Scripture not merely
as information to admire, but as revelation that demands transformation.

Open It

1. When you encounter biblical truth or conviction in your personal life, is your immediate
reaction open-hearted humility (like Josiah tearing his clothes), or do you tend to
rationalize, minimize, or ignore it?

Explore It

1. What was King Josiah’s immediate physical reaction when he heard the words of the
Book of the Law read to him?

2. Why did Josiah command the priests and officials to go and inquire of the Lord on his
behalf and for the people?

3. What promise did God make to King Josiah regarding his own future and the timing of
Jerusalem's disaster?

Cultural Concept: Covenant Blessings and Curses (Legal Obligations).

In Israel’s covenant with God, obedience brought blessing and protection, while collective
unfaithfulness and idolatry legally triggered divine judgment and exile.
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Summary:

When Josiah heard the words of the rediscovered Book of the Law, he tore his clothes, a public act
of grief and humility that revealed a heart shaped by Scripture rather than merely informed by it
(2 Kings 22:11). This moment occurred near the end of Judah’s monarchy, after decades of spiritual
decay under kings like Manasseh and Amon, making Josiah’s response historically remarkable.
Though the nation had experienced generations of rebellion against God, Josiah responded
personally and sincerely when he heard God’s Word. His urgency to seek God’s direction shows
that God’s Word is meant to shape us, not simply inform us; it demands transformation, not mere
admiration (James 1:22).

The Hebrew word translated “tender” is 91 (rak), meaning “tender,” “soft,” or “sensitive.” In this
context, it describes Josiah’s heart as responsive to God’s Word rather than hardened against it.
The passage also says that Josiah “humbled” himself before the LORD. The Hebrew word v12
(kana ‘) means “to humble oneself,” “to submit,” or “to be subdued.” This is important because
the text emphasizes Josiah’s humility and responsiveness rather than using the specific Hebrew
vocabulary for “repentance.” Repentance is certainly consistent with a genuine response to God’s
Word, but the text itself emphasizes that Josiah’s heart was tender and that he humbled himself
before the LORD.

In God’s providence, Josiah’s inquiry was answered through Huldah the prophetess, a powerful
reminder that God used women as vessels of His truth and instruments of His work (2 Kings
22:14). Her authoritative prophetic message affirmed both the coming judgment on Judah for
generations of rebellion and God’s mercy toward Josiah because his heart was “tender” and he
“humbled” himself when he heard God’s Word (vv. 18-19). This echoes the biblical pattern that a
tender heart toward Scripture is not weakness; it is the posture of one who responds to God with
humility (Isaiah 66:2). God honored Josiah’s humility and sincerity, promising that he would be
gathered to his grave in peace before the coming judgment upon Judah.

Thus, 2 Kings 22:11-20 stands as a timeless call for believers today: God responds to those who
receive His Word with humility, urgency, and sincerity. Josiah’s response reminds us that Scripture
is not merely information to admire, but God’s revealed truth that calls us to obedience. True faith
produces a life of ongoing obedience, where believers submit themselves to God’s Word, resist the
world, and pursue holiness with increasing conviction. A faith that does not produce obedience
fails to reflect the transforming power of God’s Word.

Lesson aim and summary written by Victor Kirkpatrick
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Lesson VII
Date: November 15, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 23:1-14

The Destruction of Idolatry Part 1

Lesson Aim: Students will understand that genuine revival begins with returning to God’s Word
and removing competing loyalties, learning from Josiah that covenant faithfulness
requires hearing Scripture and courageously confronting anything that challenges
God’s rightful place in their lives.

Open It

1. Is there an area in your life where you have been settled for partial change instead of
taking decisive, complete action to remove harmful influences or habits?

Explore It

1. What did King Josiah do with the Book of the Covenant after gathering all the people of
Judah and Jerusalem at the temple?

2. What action did Josiah order concerning the articles made for Baal, Asherah, and the
starry hosts?

3. How did Josiah defile the sacred pole (Asherah pole) that was taken out of the Lord’s
temple?

Cultural Concept: Cultic Defilement (Human Bones and Dust).

Physical purity and pollution were central to ancient religious worship. Josiah did not simply tear
down pagan altars; he deliberately defiled them by scattering burnt Asherah dust over common
graves and covering sacred sites with human bones. Contact with human remains rendered a
location permanently, ritually unclean, ensuring these altars could never be restored or used for
worship again.
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Summary:

When Josiah gathers all the elders, priests, prophets, and the people from greatest to least (v. 1),
he is doing more than hosting a national assembly—he is bringing Judah back under the authority
of God’s covenant. The Book of the Covenant is read publicly (v. 2), echoing Moses’ command
that the king must “read in it all the days of his life”” (Deut. 17:18-20). This moment is a deliberate
return to the authority of God’s Word after generations of spiritual decay under kings like
Manasseh, who filled Jerusalem with altars to Baal, Asherah, and the host of heaven (2 Kings
21:3-7). Second Chronicles 34 provides additional historical detail, showing that Josiah’s reforms
had begun years before the Book of the Law was discovered. In the eighth year of his reign, Josiah
began to seek the God of David, and in the twelfth year he began purging Judah and Jerusalem of
idolatry (2 Chron. 34:3). His reforms eventually extended beyond Jerusalem into areas associated
with the former northern kingdom (vv. 6-7). The discovery of the Law and subsequent covenant
renewal therefore intensified and clarified an ongoing commitment to remove idolatry and restore
proper worship. Josiah’s reforms were not random acts of zeal—they were a direct confrontation
with practices that had corrupted Judah’s worship for generations. Josiah stands by the pillar and
makes a covenant before the LORD (v. 3), committing himself and the nation to obey the
commandments written in the book. This decisive act of leadership recalls earlier covenant
renewals under Joshua (Josh. 24) and Hezekiah (2 Chron. 29-31). The people respond by pledging
themselves to the covenant, showing that hearing God’s Word calls for submission and obedience.
What follows in verses 4—14 is a thorough purge of idolatry. Josiah removes the vessels made for
Baal and Asherah (v. 4), burns them outside Jerusalem, and carries their ashes to Bethel, directly
confronting the legacy of Jeroboam’s rebellion (1 Kings 12:28-33). He removes the idolatrous
priests (v. 5), destroys the high places Solomon had built for foreign gods (v. 13), breaks down the
altars Manasseh had erected in the temple courts (v. 12), and defiles Topheth (v. 10), where children
had been made to pass through the fire for Molech (Jer. 7:31; Isa. 30:33). Every action is intentional
and rooted in the conviction that God alone deserves worship. Josiah’s reforms demonstrate that
obedience to God’s revealed Word requires more than hearing—it requires confronting and
removing practices that oppose it. Josiah’s example confronts the modern church with a sobering
truth: idolatry is not only ancient, it can be present, subtle, and persistent. Today’s idols may not
be carved images, but they can include comfort, entertainment, political identity, self-promotion,
sexual autonomy, financial security, and cultural approval. Like Judah, believers can drift into
compromise when God’s Word is neglected or selectively applied. Revival in our time should not
be reduced to emotional events, charismatic personalities, or temporary enthusiasm. God’s people
must return to Scripture with humility, allow it to expose competing loyalties, and courageously
remove anything that competes with Christ’s lordship. Josiah teaches us that the Word of God must
be central, idols must be confronted, and leaders must model obedience. When believers hear the
Word, believe the Word, and act on the Word, their lives increasingly reflect the holiness and
worship that God’s Word commands.

Lesson aim and summary written by Victor Kirkpatrick
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Lesson VIII
Date: November 22, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 23:15-30

The Destruction of Idolatry Part 2

Lesson Aim: Students will understand that faithfulness to God requires continued obedience and
courage to confront sin, encouraging believers to pursue lasting spiritual renewal
and remain loyal to God’s Word.

Open It
1. How does knowing that God's word and promises remain steadfast across generations
influence the trust you place in His commitments for your own life today?

Explore It

1. What did Josiah do to the altar and high place at Bethel that had been built by Jeroboam
son of Nebat?

2. How was the prophecy spoken by the man of God centuries earlier fulfilled during
Josiah's actions at Bethel?

3. How and where did King Josiah die?

Cultural Concept: National Covenantal Feasting (Passover).

Festivals like Passover were not merely personal religious observances; they were large-scale,
communal re-enactments of Israel's shared history and covenant identity. Celebrating Passover on
a national scale in Jerusalem re-established Yahweh as the single, unifying Sovereign over all the
tribes and consolidated political and religious authority back in the capital.
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Summary:

In 2 Kings 23:15-20, Josiah extends his reforms beyond Judah into the former northern kingdom,
demonstrating that covenant faithfulness is not confined to convenience or geography. At Bethel,
he destroys the altar that Jeroboam had built centuries earlier (1 Kings 12:28-33), an altar that had
become the center of Israel’s rebellion. By burning the altar and grinding it to powder (v. 15),
Josiah fulfills the prophecy spoken by the unnamed “man of God” in 1 Kings 13:2, showing that
God’s Word stands firm across generations. When Josiah sees the tombs nearby, he takes the bones
from them and burns them on the altar (v. 16), defiling the site. Yet he spares the tomb of the true
prophet (v. 17), demonstrating discernment rooted in Scripture and respect for God’s faithful
servants.

Josiah continues into Samaria (v. 19), destroying high places that had corrupted worship since the
days of the divided kingdom. His actions are thorough and uncompromising; he removes idolatry
wherever it is found, not only where it is politically safe. This reflects the heart of Deuteronomy’s
command to destroy the high places of false worship (Deut. 12:2-3), showing that Josiah’s reforms
are not innovations but obedience to God’s revealed Word.

In verses 21-23, Josiah restores the Passover, a central act of covenant remembrance. Scripture
notes that “no such Passover had been kept” since the days of the judges (v. 22), meaning Josiah
revived a neglected command that had been ignored for generations. His devotion is further
highlighted in verse 25, which declares that no king before or after him turned to the Lord with
such wholehearted obedience, fulfilling the call of Deuteronomy 6:5 to love God with all one’s
heart, soul, and might.

Yet verses 2627 remind us that even Josiah’s extraordinary reforms cannot erase the
consequences of Judah’s long rebellion under Manasseh (2 Kings 21:10-15). God’s judgment will
still come, proving that outward reform, though necessary, cannot undo generations of hardened
sin. Finally, verses 28—30 record Josiah’s death at Megiddo, a sobering reminder that even the
most faithful leaders are mortal, and the people of God must remain anchored to Scripture rather
than personalities.

Josiah’s relentless pursuit of purity challenges modern believers to reject partial obedience and
confront the idols that hide beneath cultural respectability, comfort, entertainment, political
identity, self-promotion, and moral compromise. Josiah teaches the church that revival must be
sustained, not momentary, and reminds us of the importance of pursuing holiness with consistency
and conviction. His example calls believers to confront sin thoroughly, obey Scripture
wholeheartedly, and trust that God’s Word remains true across generations. In this way, Josiah’s
reforms become a model for modern discipleship: revival begins with the Word, is proven through
obedience, and is sustained by courage.

Lesson aim and summary written by Victor Kirkpatrick
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Lesson IX
Date: November 29, 2026
Lesson Scriptures: 2 Kings 24:1-17

Babylon Defeats Judah

Lesson Aim: To understand that God keeps His Word, that sin has consequences, and that His
people are called to obey Him rather than persist in rebellion.

Open It
1. How does this passage challenge you to consider the long-term impact of your choices on

your future, your family, or your community?

Explore It
1. Who invaded Judah during Jehoiakim’s reign, forcing him to become a vassal for three
years before rebelling?

2. Why did the king of Egypt stop marching out from his own country after Jehoiakim’s
death?

3. What valuable items did Nebuchadnezzar remove from Jerusalem when Jehoiachin
surrendered?

Cultural Concept: Vassalage and Tributary Kingdoms.

In ancient Near Eastern geopolitics, smaller nations like Judah survived by becoming vassal states
to dominant empires (such as Egypt or Babylon). Vassal kings swore oaths of fealty and paid heavy
annual tribute; rebelling against a suzerain—as Jehoiakim did—was viewed as a treasonous breach

of treaty that invited immediate, punitive military intervention.
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Summary:

2 Kings 24:1-17 records events leading to the Babylonian captivity of Judah. During Jehoiakim’s
reign, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against Judah. Jehoiakim became his servant for
three years and then rebelled against him. Following this rebellion, the LORD sent bands of
Chaldeans, Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites against Judah.

The narrator interprets these historical events in verse 2 by stating that they came upon Judah
“according to the word of the LORD.” The Hebrew word dabar (127), translated “word,” can refer
to a word, message, matter, or declaration. Here it identifies these events as occurring in
accordance with what the LORD had previously spoken. Judah’s defeat was not outside God’s
sovereign purposes; it occurred according to His declared word.

Verse 3 explains why these events occurred: “Surely at the commandment of the LORD this came
upon Judah.” The text specifically identifies Judah’s sins and points to the bloodshed associated
with Manasseh. The Hebrew verb hata’ (Xvr), meaning “to sin,” describes Judah’s violation of
God’s requirements. Their suffering was not simply the result of Babylon’s military power; it was
the consequence of persistent rebellion against God.

Verse 4 states that the LORD would not pardon the blood that Manasseh had shed. The Hebrew
verb salah (179%), translated “pardon,” means “to forgive” or “pardon.” The statement emphasizes
the seriousness of Judah’s guilt and the certainty of the judgment that followed.

After Jehoiakim’s death, his son Jehoiachin became king. He was eighteen years old and reigned
in Jerusalem for three months. Nebuchadnezzar’s servants came against Jerusalem, and Jehoiachin
surrendered to the king of Babylon. Jehoiachin, his mother, servants, officials, and commanders
were taken captive.

Nebuchadnezzar then removed the treasures from the house of the LORD and the king’s house
and carried away the leaders and skilled people of Jerusalem. Verse 16 specifically identifies the
mighty men, craftsmen, and smiths who were taken away. Only the poorest people of the land
remained.

The passage concludes with Nebuchadnezzar making Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, king and
changing his name to Zedekiah. The historical account therefore presents Judah’s political defeat
and deportation as the fulfillment of the LORD’s declared word. The text does not present these
events merely as the result of Babylon’s military strength; it explicitly identifies the LORD’s
judgment and Judah’s accumulated guilt as the theological explanation for what occur.

Lesson aim and summary written by Joseph Ellzey, Jr., Ph.D.
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